
Sarasota School of Arts & Sciences  
Board of Directors Meeting  

Minutes  

August 13, 2014  

  

Board members present: Marilyn Highland, Terry McGannon, Tanya Jones, Mickey Stone, Jennifer 

Carroll, Matt Wenzel, James McKelly, Tracy Bretoi, Anthony Peral, and David Jennings  

  

Guests present: Tara Tahmosh, Missy Wachob, Jamie Bailey, Carl Williams and Carlos Hernandez   

   

  

I. Welcome and Pledge of Allegiance – The meeting was called to order at 6:01 p.m. by Dr. 

Highland and the Pledge of Allegiance was said by all.   

  

II. Meeting minutes of June 11, 2014 – Minutes of the June 11, 2014 meeting were 

presented for review.  A motion was made by Mr. McGannon to accept the minutes. 

Seconded by Ms. Bretoi. Unanimously approved.   

  
III. President of Board's Report –   

                        
a.    Nominating Committee Report- Applications on file for Carlos Hernandez, Dr. 

Steve Kamm and Chantal Freddman.  Applicants will be invited to next month’s 

meeting. 

  

b.    Construction Report- Dr. Highland shared an email from our attorney, Chris 

Staine.  See attached.  MG3’s contractor, Deco, and Cool Today walked through 

the building on 8/12.  Mr. Gannon proposed that we wait until our next meeting 

before proceeding with litigation.  Seconded by s. Bretoi.  Unanimously 

approved. 

  

c.    Officer Nominations for September Election. Annual elections will take place at 

the September 10 meeting.  Dr. Highland asked if anyone was interested in an 

officer position.  Mr. McGannon expressed interest as a candidate for President. 

  

IV. Principal's Report –   

  

a.    FCAT Results/A Grade- SSAS performed very well.  More than half of other 

middle schools dropped to B or C.  SSAS maintains its A.   

  

b.    2014-2015 Enrollment- Enrollment numbers remain up despite the increasing 

number of homeless loitering on Central Ave.  Currently, there are over 200 

students on the waiting list.  Mr. McGannon will be placing a call to the SPD 

Chief to express the Board’s concern over the growing homeless population on 

Central Ave. 

  

c.    2014-2015 Staffing- A new 7th grade Language Arts teacher and 8th grade 

Physical Science teacher have been hired.  Ms. Mead resigned, leaving a position 



open on the PTSS Leadership team.  Ms. Tahmosh is seeking an additional 

guidance counselor. 

  

d.   Community Development- Florida Ave Apartments – Mr. Jennings attended the 

City Planning meeting and updated the Board upon his arrival.  Renderings and 

plans will be shared next week. 

  

  

V. Staff Report –Mr. Stone stated the staff was back and eager to start the school year. 

  

  

VI. PTSS Report – Ms. Carroll stated that PTSS provided two lunches for staff this 

week.  Gently used uniforms and spirit shirts were sold during schedule pick up 

today.  Meeting dates have been set and are available on the SSAS website.  Ms. Bailey 

volunteered to fill Ms. Mead’s spot on the Leadership Team until a permanent replacement 

could be found. Three members now have admin rights to the PTSS Facebook page.  Lisa 

Ebersole attended PALS training.  The annual “UnFundraiser” is in the preparation stage. 

  

VII. Treasurer's Report -    

  

a. Financial Statement –May 30, 2014 – Mr. McGannon reviewed the preliminary    

year-end financial statements for May with the Board.   

  

  

VIII. Old Business –   

  

a.       Fresh Air/AC Units Proposals- Discussed under Construction Report 

  

b.    Proposed Change to the Teacher Education Reimbursement Policy- Ms. Jones 

will prepare a formal policy and bring to next meeting for vote. 

                                                                                                    

IX. New Business-  

  

a.   Heather Zangara’s Resignation – Ms. Zangara submitted a letter of resignation.  A 

motion to accept Ms. Zangara’s resignation was made by Ms. Jones. Seconded by 

Mr. McGannon.  Unanimously approved.  

    

b.   Approval of Auditor Engagement Letter – Our current auditor’s performance has 

been on the decline for the past few years.  A motion was made by Ms. Jones to 

accept Pellegrino, Honick, McFarland & Miller, P.A. as the new 

auditor.  Seconded by Ms. Carroll.  Unanimously approved. 

  

  

c.    Insurance Consultant Certificate for Wells Fargo – Ms. Wachob explained that 

this is an annual requirement by our bond holder and requires a signature from 

the President of the Board. 

  



IX. Open to the Public – Mr. Hernandez shared that he has been locating information and 

resources that had previously only been shared with the public schools in the district and not 

the charter schools. 

  

  

X. Adjourn Meeting – Meeting adjourned at 6:55 p.m. and move into closed 

session by Dr. Highland.  Next Board Meeting will be held on September 10, 2014.   

 
 XI. Closed Session 

 

 

 

  

Submitted by:   
 

 

  
_________________________________ _______________   
Secretary                   Date   

  

  
Approved by:   
  

  
_________________________________ _______________   
President of the Board                                Date  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Date: Thu, 14 Aug 2014 12:16:19 +0000 
From: mhighland@comcast.net 
To: tlj624@msn.com 
Subject: Chris Staines e-mail 

Dr. Highland- 
 
I am tied up this evening and would not be able to attend the board meeting.  Given 
where we are at the moment, I would not recommend initiating litigation just yet.  I say 
this because are presently at a critical crossroads with MG3 concerning the much-
needed repairs.  As you might have seen earlier today, Deaco Air has indicated that it 
will be providing a remediation protocol with respect to the HVAC system, including the 
Petra units.  This proposed remediation protocol will give us a better idea as to whether 
or not the proposed repair work is sufficient to address the problems at the school, or if 
we will need to undertake the repair work ourselves.  If we should have to undertake the 
repair work ourselves, litigation would then become the obvious move since we would 
be seeking reimbursement from MG3 and/or its insurance carrier the repair 
costs.  Deaco Air's proposal should serve as a pretty good litmus test in this regard.  As 
you know, the HVAC issues are perhaps the most crucial items listed in MC 
Consultants' defect report, thusly making the HVAC system issues all the more critical. 
 
In sum, the present recommendation would be to stay the present course for the time 
being to see if MG3 will be making a concerted effort to remedy not just the HVAC 
system issues, but the roof leaks, and other defect items.  It's entirely possible this 
recommendation could change between now and the next board meeting, particularly 
since I expect much repair work to be undertaken between now and then. 
 
Should you or any of the other board members have any questions or me, please do not 
hesitate to call or email. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Chris Staine 
 
 
Christopher A. Staine | Shumaker 
Attorney at Law 
Board Certified in Construction Law 
240 South Pineapple Avenue, Suite 1000 | Sarasota, Florida  34236 
P.O. Box 49948 | Sarasota, Florida  34230-6948 
Direct 941.364.2718 | Fax 941.366.3999 
cstaine@slk-law.com 
------------------------------------ 
Confidentiality Statement: This electronic message contains information from the law 
firm of Shumaker, Loop & Kendrick, LLP, and may be confidential or privileged. The 
information is intended to be for the use of the individual or entity named above. If you 

mailto:mhighland@comcast.net
mailto:tlj624@msn.com
mailto:cstaine@slk-law.com


are not the intended recipient, be aware that any disclosure, copying, distribution or use 
of the contents of this message is prohibited. If you have received this electronic 
message in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply e-mail or telephone 
800.444.6659. 
------------------------------------ 
-----Original Message----- 
From: mhighland@comcast.net [mailto:mhighland@comcast.net] 
Sent: Wednesday, August 13, 2014 11:33 AM 
To: Staine, Christopher A. 
Subject: RE: SSAS/MG3 - Response to Proposed Remediation Protocol 
 
Hi again.  Wondering if we should have you attend tonight to advise us?.  Thoughts? 
Marilyn 
 
----- Original Message ----- 
From: Christopher A. Staine <cstaine@slk-law.com> 
To: Miguel Serrano <mserrano@mg3developer.com> 
Cc: Gustavo Bogomolni <gbogomolni@mg3developer.com>, Alfredo Rippes 
<arippes@mg3developer.com>, Matias Jaramillo <mjaramillo@mg3developer.com>, 
Steven Reisman <steven@reismanlawgroup.com>, Marilyn (mhighland@comcast.net) 
<mhighland@comcast.net>, Tara Tahmosh (TaraTahmosh@ssas.org) 
<TaraTahmosh@ssas.org>, Diego Hernandez <diego@deacoair.com> 
Sent: Wed, 13 Aug 2014 14:31:42 -0000 (UTC) 
Subject: RE: SSAS/MG3 - Response to Proposed Remediation Protocol 
 
Mr. Serrano- 
 
I am writing to request a repair protocol for the HVAC components, including the repairs 
to the duct work components identified in my earlier email.  I understand that two 
representatives of Deaco Air were present at the school yesterday to look into the 
issues and take some pictures.  Unfortunately, with a couple of exceptions, no 
commitments were made concerning the repairs, nor did Deaco Air indicate that it would 
be undertaking the necessary repairs.  What we need to know is this: Will Deaco Air be 
performing the repairs outlined in my earlier communications?  Will it be repairing the 
damaged duct work?  If it will be performing the repairs, when will it begin these 
repairs?  As indicated in my email on Monday, the HVAC system is critically important 
to the operation of the school, and these matters have grown urgent in nature.  For this 
reason, MG3’s immediate attention is required.  While I can appreciate having 
obligations elsewhere, the fact remains that these issues have been ongoing for quite 
some time and should never have been allowed to take this long to be corrected. 
 
Lastly, we need to know in clear and certain terms if MG3 will be replacing the Petra 
units.  It has and remains our position that the Petra units need to be replaced.  It has 
also been our position that the issues with the Petra units were not of SSAS’s doing, 
and therefore, MG3 must accept responsibility for the removal and replacement of the 
Petra units.  Although you previously indicated that MG3 would assist SSAS in the 
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initiation of a claim against the manufacturer of the Petra units, this approach is not 
acceptable.  We need to know from you whether or not MG3 will be replacing the units 
so SSAS can proceed accordingly.  Time is of the absolute essence and it is important 
that we know for certain whether or not MG3 will be replacing the Petra units. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Chris Staine 
 
 
 
Christopher A. Staine | Shumaker 
Attorney at Law 
Board Certified in Construction Law 
240 South Pineapple Avenue, Suite 1000 | Sarasota, Florida  34236 P.O. Box 49948 | 
Sarasota, Florida  34230-6948 Direct 941.364.2718 | Fax 941.366.3999 cstaine@slk-
law.com | bio<http://www.slk-law.com/Lawyers/Christopher-Z-Staine> | 
LinkedIn<http://www.linkedin.com/pub/christopher-staine/15/299/689> 
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