
 Sarasota School of Arts & Sciences 

Board of Directors Meeting Minutes 

June 14, 2017 

 

Board Members Present: Marilyn Highland, Tanya Jones, Terence McGannon, Carlos 

Hernandez, Michaela Macdonald, Lee DeLieto, Jr., Brooke Olivieri, Neirda Lafontant, Steven 

Kamm, M.D., James McKelly 

 

Board Members Absent: Christina Pitchford, Matt Wenzel 

 

Guests Present: Tara Tahmosh, Missy Wachob, Jamie Bailey 

 

I. Welcome & Pledge of Allegiance: The meeting was called to order at 6:00 by Dr. 

Highland and the Pledge was recited. 

 

II. Meeting Minutes: McGannon made the motion to accept the minutes as presented. 

Ms. Jones seconded the motion and it was unanimously approved by the Board. 

 

III. President’s Report:  

a) Dr. Highland reviewed a new Board application from Dr. Rita M. Glass. 

McGannon moved that Dr. Highland discuss the nuances of Dr. Glass’ application 

with her. In particular that a grandparent on the Board does not guarantee 

enrollment in the school for the grandchild. The motion was seconded by Ms. 

Lafontant and approved unanimously. 

b) Ms. Jones has submitted her resignation to the Board. McGannon moved to accept 

the resignation, Ms. Macdonald seconded the motion and it was approved 

unanimously by the Board. 

 

IV. Principal’s Report: 

a) Enrollment: the 6th Grade has 276 currently enrolled with 324 on the waiting list.  

b) Staffing: Ms. Tahmosh informed the Board of two teacher resignations: Karla 

Specht and Meghan Garfield. Tanya Jones has been hired and starts 7/1/17; a new 

History and a new Math teacher have been hired and start 8/7; ELA candidates 

will be interviewed on 6/16 and 6/19. 

c) Education Accountability Bill: Ms. Tahmosh informed the Board of a bill on Gov. 

Scott’s desk that will bring a significant increase in state funding to charter 

schools.  

d) FSA Scores: Ms. Tahmosh reviewed the FSA scores and made the following 

points for the Board to consider while reviewing: 

- The FSA is a summary score report only; 

- It indicates the number of students that passed; 

- It does not show growth or loss 

- The scores indicate a rather shallow analysis of the school’s quality. That 

being said, these numbers are published and in the public purview, and 

therefore, make SSAS look very strong, as compared to the other schools in 

its class.  
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V. Staff Report: Mr. Hernandez gave an end of the year report, which was fun and 

inspiring. 

 

VI. Parent Involvement Representative Report: Ms. Bailey reported on the 8th Grade 

Graduation, which was enjoyed by both students and parents alike. 

 

VII. Treasure’s Report: McGannon, reviewed the balance sheet and income statement. 

SSAS continues to be financially sound. 

 

VIII.  Old Business:  

a) Five Year Plan: Dr. Highland informed the Board of the Committee meeting on 

examining the build out of the 4th floor of SSAS and redesign of exiting (and 

small) classrooms.  

b) The Board discussed the Principal’s Evaluation and the form and amount of a 

bonus. Mr. DeLieto moved to follow the same pattern as the previous year, which 

was seconded by Ms. Lafontant. The Board unanimously agreed. 

c) Lastly, the Board discussed a replacement on the Board and as the Vice President 

for Ms. Jones (see above). Mr. McGannon nominated James McKelly, and this 

was seconded by Ms. Lafontant. The Board voted unanimously in favor, effective 

immediately. 

 

The meeting was adjourned. The next Board meeting is set for August 9th, 2017. 

 

Respectfully submitted, June 15th, 2017. 

Terence E. McGannon 


