
Incoming 8th Grade Pre-AICE level Summer Reading:  
As an incoming 8th grader going into an advanced ELA class, you will be expected to read and complete the summer reading program.  This program is designed 
to not only prevent the “Summer Slide”, but to also prepare you for the rigor and level of expectations in the 8th Grade Pre-AICE classroom.  Additionally, many of 
the high school programs in the area will require summer reading in the future as well, so consider this a warm-up!  
You will read one of the three books below; as you are reading the book you are to:  
1) answer the guided reading questions in well-developed paragraphs with integrated text evidence (According to the book it states, “…”  On page ten the text 
reads, “…”).   
2)after reading the book write an essay according to the book specific prompt 
3)complete the arts integrated project   
 ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Scythe (Mature content-violence)   
Two teens must learn the “art of killing” in this Printz Honor–winning book, the first in a chilling new series from Neal Shusterman, author of the New York Times bestselling 
Unwind dystology.  
A world with no hunger, no disease, no war, no misery: humanity has conquered all those things, and has even conquered death. Now Scythes are the only ones who can end life—
and they are commanded to do so, in order to keep the size of the population under control.  
Citra and Rowan are chosen to apprentice to a scythe—a role that neither wants. These teens must master the “art” of taking life, knowing that the consequence of failure could 
mean losing their own.  
Scythe is the first novel of a thrilling new series by National Book Award–winning author Neal Shusterman in which Citra and Rowan learn that a perfect world comes only with a 
heavy price.  
  
Essay Prompt: Citra and Rowan, for lack of a better term, “murder” people as their job.  Explain how both of them justify and keep their “humanity” as they 
take the lives and witness the death of other people.  Be sure to use details from the novel.  
Art project: Design your own Scythe robe.  This can be done with an actual robe/gown or digitally.  Be sure to explain the details that you have selected and to 
also include your Scythe name as well and why you have chosen it.  
Guided Reading Questions:  
1. The first entry from the gleaning journal of H. S. Curie states, “We must, by law, keep a record of the innocents we kill. And as I see it, they’re all innocents. 
Even the guilty.” Why does Curie see mankind as both innocent and guilty? In your opinion, does that matter?  
2. Citra thinks, “No surprise that people bent over backwards to please scythes in every possible way. Hope in the shadow of fear is the world’s most powerful 
motivator.” Do you agree? What role does hope have in motivating others? In what ways do people strive to accommodate and influence scythes?  
3. Consider what you’ve learned about Citra and Rowan. What is it about these two teens that make them seem like appropriate candidates as scythe apprentices? 
In what ways are they similar, and how are they different? Given what you discover about them, is there one character you like better than the other? If so, why?  
4. After meeting Rowan for the first time at Kohl’s gleaning, Faraday tells Rowan, “You stood your ground for a boy you barely knew. You comforted him at the 
moment of his death, bearing the pain of the jolt. You bore witness, even though no one called you to do so.” Why does this act impress Faraday so much?  
5. Did learning that Scythe Faraday attends the funerals of those he gleans surprise you? For what reason do you think it’s significant that he does this?  
6. In the instructions Faraday gives Citra and Rowan, he tells them, “You shall study history, the great philosophers; the sciences. You will come to understand the 
nature of life, and what it means to be human before you are permanently charged with the taking of life. You will also study all forms of killcraft, and become 
experts.” What do you believe are his motivations to have his apprentices study both the arts and sciences? How does this benefit them and their potential future 
work?  
7. Volta states that Scythe Goddard is “the future.” Given what you have learned about the new guard of scythes, what makes that so disconcerting? What do you 
believe motivates Goddard to behave the way he does?  



8. Why does Citra become so committed to understanding the details of Faraday’s last day? Do you think she is right to grow suspicious about his death? Consider 
the consequences of her actions: How does her need to learn what happened put her in danger, and why are those involved in his death so worried the truth will be 
revealed? What was your reaction to the realization that things may not be as they appear?  
9. Compare the ways in which Citra and Rowan deal with each other and their apprenticeships. What can be learned about the character of each from these 
interactions and relationships?   
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
  
 
Orphan Monster Spy (war violence/situations) 
Her name is Sarah. She's blonde, blue-eyed, and Jewish in 1939 Germany. And her act of resistance is about to change the world. 
 
After her mother is shot at a checkpoint, fifteen-year-old Sarah meets a mysterious man with an ambiguous accent, a suspiciously bare apartment, and a lockbox 
full of weapons. He's part of the secret resistance against the Third Reich, and he needs Sarah to hide in plain sight at a school for the daughters of top Nazi 
leaders, posing as one of them. If she can befriend the daughter of a key scientist and get invited to her house, she might be able to steal the blueprints to a bomb 
that could destroy the cities of Western Europe. Nothing could prepare Sarah for her cutthroat schoolmates, and soon she finds herself in a battle for survival 
unlike any she'd ever imagined. But anyone who underestimates this innocent-seeming girl does so at their peril. She may look sweet, but she's the Nazis' worst 
nightmare. 
  
Essay Prompt:  At the end of the novel Sarah questions ‘Who were the right people? The ones who had left a trail of corpses behind them and a teenager strapped 
to a hospital bed? The monsters who ran the country, or the monsters who battled them?’ Are the actions of Sarah and the Captain justified across the novel? 
Can the means ever justify the end? Can killing ever be for the best? 
  
Art Project: Create a mural of five characters in the books. Include a character description of each and their role in the story.  Use details from the novel to create 
this.  This can be done on a large poster board or done digitally using any type of design program.  Briefly explain each element of the mural.  
  
Guided Reading Questions: (Use text evidence to support your answer) 
1. Sarah agrees to work with the Captain even after realizing he was partly responsible for her mother’s death. What was her strongest motivator for this decision?  
2. What purpose does the character of the Mouse serve?  
3. How trustworthy is the Captain? Use examples from the story to justify your answers. 
4. You could describe Sarah as the ultimate underdog – does she transcend that by the end?  
5. Discuss the importance of Sarah’s internal (mental) “box” throughout the story.  
6. Frau Klose is an interesting character. Discuss how her life has been affected by the Nazi regime, and how this impacts on her views of Sarah.  
7. After the river run, the Ice Queen says “I was very wrong about you, Haller…and you go on surprising me. I mistook your size for weakness, your obstinacy for 
pride. But you are fearless.” Who underestimates Sarah throughout the novel, and why do you think they make this mistake?  
8. Discuss the relationship between Elsa and her father. How does he manipulate her to achieve his own means? Are there any similarities between Elsa’s father 
and Sarah’s mother?  
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
  
 
 
 



Renegades-  
A high-stakes world of adventure, passion, danger, and betrayal . . . . From #1 New York Times-bestselling author Marissa Meyer comes the New York Times-
bestselling YA novel Renegades.  
  
Secret Identities.  
Extraordinary Powers.  
She wants vengeance. He wants justice.  
  
The Renegades are a syndicate of prodigies―humans with extraordinary abilities―who emerged from the ruins of a crumbled society and established peace and 
order where chaos reigned. As champions of justice, they remain a symbol of hope and courage to everyone...except the villains they once overthrew.   
Nova has a reason to hate the Renegades, and she is on a mission for vengeance. As she gets closer to her target, she meets Adrian, a Renegade boy who believes 
in justice―and in Nova. But Nova's allegiance is to a villain who has the power to end them both.  
 
Essay Prompt: Nova is a complex character, in fact she is a round character (Round characters are fully realized characters that come into conflict with each other 
and other characters in believable ways, spurring character development. ... While a round character is a character with a complex personality, a 
dynamic character is one that changes throughout the course of a story.)  In a well-developed essay explain how Nova is justified in her infiltrating the 
Renegades.  Be sure to use examples from the novel.  
Art Project: Design you own superhero/villain costume. You can either make your own physical one, draw it, or create one digitally.  Be sure to explain the 
details of the costume and to include the name of your superhero/villain.    
Guided Reading Questions:  
1.Renegades builds a world in which mortals rely—perhaps too heavily—on superheroes. Imagining superheroes in our world, describe some scenarios in which 
mortals might lean on superheroes to solve problems both big and small. What are the potential pros and cons of assistance from superheroes?   
2. Along with superheroes, Gatlon City is home to a population of villains. How are the villains and Anarchists able to survive among the Renegades? Is it possible 
for good to exist without evil? Can heroes be “bad,” and can villains be “good”?   
3. The Renegades are by no means perfect. What does Nova learn about how the Renegades operate that surprises her—and possibly surprises readers as well?   
4. Nova’s rage toward the Renegades stems from a horrible, traumatic event in her childhood. Are her rage and her desire for revenge warranted?   
5. Adrian, too, was dealt a terrible trauma as a child. What are the repercussions of that in terms of how he lives in the present? If he had been brought up the way 
Nova was, how might his outlook be different?   
6. The line, “Do you have what it takes to be a hero?” appears early in the book. Discuss the ways in which this question relates thematically to both Nova and 
Adrian’s stories.   
7. Nova wants to hate Adrian, but finds herself questioning her feelings. What makes up her attraction to him? And why is Adrian attracted to Nova?   
8. Marissa Meyer has said that the scene in the library was in part inspired by the fact that destruction and war “can lead to travesties beyond the already tragic loss 
of human life and freedom”. What is the symbolism of setting this scene in a library?   
9. Who is your favorite superhero, and why? Why are superheroes such mainstays of our culture—in books, comics, movies, and television 
  
  
 
 
 
 
 



Essay Rubric:  
Purpose, Focus, and 
Organization  

Purpose, Focus, and 
Organization  

Purpose, Focus, and 
Organization  

Purpose, Focus, and 
Organization  

PFO  SCORE  
4   3   2   1   0    

• I stay focused on my topic 
throughout the essay and 
make a clear claim 
without irrelevant 
material.  

• I really know my audience 
and write like my 
audience is intelligent 
but doesn’t know the 
subject of my claim.  

• I clearly have a coherent 
and effective 
organizational structure 
that enhances my writing, 
and I have a satisfying 
introduction and 
conclusion.  

• I skillfully use a variety of 
transitional strategies.  

• I effectively address the 
counterclaim of the 
argument to make my 
own claim stronger 
(argumentative essays)  

• I stay focused on my topic 
throughout the essay and 
make a clear claim.  

• I write to an audience that 
is intelligent 
but doesn’t know the 
subject of my claim.  

• I have a clear and balanced 
beginning, middle, and end 
to my essay.  

• I vary my use of transitional 
strategies to clarify the 
relationships between my 
ideas.  

• I address the counterclaim 
of the argument in order 
to make my own claim 
stronger (argumentative 
essays).  

• I stay focused on my topic or 
claim but I don’t sustain it 
and it is sometimes hard to 
see a clear point.  

• I often include extra and 
unrelated details in my 
writing that do not fit my 
main idea or claim.  

• I do not have a strong 
introduction or conclusion 
and it is hard to see a 
structure to my essay.  

• I rarely use transitional 
strategies, or else I use 
only very basic transitions 
like the words “first” or 
“second”.  

• I do not sufficiently address 
counterclaims 
(argumentative essays).  

• My claim or main idea is 
confusing and I waiver back 
and forth between a clear 
point or else I don’t even 
have a point.  

• I include random and 
unrelated sentences that do 
not fit my topic and make it 
hard to understand what I 
am saying.  

• I do not organize my essay 
and do not understand the 
purpose of my writing or 
what I am supposed 
to actually write about, or I 
write so little that my 
essay doesn’t have a 
beginning, middle, or end.  

• I do not use any transitional 
strategies.  

• I never discuss 
counterclaims 
(argumentative essays).   

No zero    

Conventions of Standard  
 English  

Conventions of Standard 
English  

Conventions of Standard 
English  

Conventions of Standard 
English  

CSE  SCORE  
4   3   2   1   0    
No four  No three  • I occasionally have minor 

mistakes in grammar, but I 
do not make the same 
mistakes over and over 
again.  

• I know how to use proper 
punctuation and 
capitalization.   

• I spell most words correctly 
although I may spell a 
difficult word incorrectly.  

• I sometimes make the same 
mistakes over and over 
because I don’t know the 
rule well.  

• I am sometimes correct 
with punctuation and 
capitalization and am 
sometimes wrong; I 
am pretty inconsistent!   

• I misspell some grade level 
words.  

 
 
 

 
 
  

I have so many 
grammar and 
spelling errors that 
people do not 
know what I 
mean!  

  

Evidence and Elaboration  Evidence and Elaboration  Evidence and Elaboration  Evidence and Elaboration  EE  SCORE  



4  3  2   1   0    
• I provide strong evidence for 

my claim or my main 
idea through the use of sources, 
facts, and details.  

• I smoothly synthesize the 
evidence from the text with my 
own ideas on the subject.  

• I use both direct quotes and 
paraphrasing, and I always 
explain and develop the idea.  

• I use a variety of elaborative 
techniques to fully develop my 
point and show a deep 
understanding of the topic and 
text.  

• I use appropriate 
content vocabulary and show a 
wide knowledge of high 
level words.  

• I vary my sentences to create a 
smooth and interesting piece.  

• I cite the evidence (see last 
page for ideas)* that I use in the 
text and include precise 
reference to sources.   

• I provide adequate evidence for 
my claim (argumentative) or my 
main idea (informative) through 
the use of sources, facts, and 
details.  

• I integrate and synthesize the 
evidence from the text with my 
own ideas on the subject.  

• I sometimes use direct quotes 
that I explain and develop and I 
sometimes paraphrase.  

• I use elaborative techniques to 
fully develop my claim 
(argumentative) or main idea 
(informative).  

• I use appropriate 
content vocabulary in my 
writing.  

• I vary my sentences.  
• I cite the evidence (see last page 

for ideas)* that I use in the text.    
  

• I partially provide uneven evidence 
for my claim (argumentative) or 
my main idea (informative).  

• I do not integrate evidence 
effectively and rarely develop the 
evidence with my own ideas.  

• I do not give much evidence to 
support my ideas.  

• I am repetitive and do not 
elaborate on my ideas.  

• I sometimes use content 
vocabulary incorrectly or 
inappropriately.  

• I mostly use simple sentences 
without a lot of variety.  

• I do not consistently cite the 
evidence that I use in the text.    

• I provide very little (or even no) 
evidence for my 
claim (argumentative) or my main 
idea (informative).  

• Any evidence I do provide is 
irrelevant and random or 
incorrect.  

• I am vague and unclear, and my 
essay is confusing to read.  

• I rarely use content vocabulary 
correctly and do not use grade 
level vocabulary overall.  

• I use very simple sentences 
without variety.  

• I do not cite any evidence.    

No zero    

  
Comments  

  

        Total 
Score  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  
  

          

  
  
 
 
 
 
 
Art Project Rubric:  
Topic  Excellent  Above Average  Average  Below Average  



Details 
explained/supported  

There are at least 5 details 
in the project that are 
explained in detail and are 
supported with text 
evidence when required  

There are at least 4 details 
in the project that are 
explained in detail and are 
supported with text 
evidence when required  

There are at least 3 details 
in the project that are 
explained in detail and are 
supported with text 
evidence when required  

There are 2 or less details in 
the project that are 
explained in detail and are 
supported with text 
evidence when required  

Care and Neatness  It is overly apparent that 
the student took his or her 
time in completing the 
project.  

The project is well done and 
looks neat but may have 
one area that could have 
been done better.  

The project is well done and 
looks neat but may have 
two areas that could have 
been done better.  

The project does not look 
like the student spent 
adequate time in 
completing.  

Visual Appeal  The Project is visually 
appealing and utilizes space 
well  

The project is visually 
appealing but did 
not utilize space well.  

  The Project is not visually 
appealing and did 
not utilize the space well  

  
 

 


